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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda West 
Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes 

January 28, 2018 
 

 
President Larry Bennett called the annual meeting of the congregation to order at 9:45.  Sixty-
two people were present, 55 voting members of the congregation, which was enough to 
constitute a quorum. 
 
Pastor Armen opened the meeting with a devotion on listening, caring and sharing; followed by 
a prayer.  
 
The minutes from the previous year were read and moved to be accepted by Cyndi Carley and 
seconded by Mary Lou Fitzgerald. The motion carried. 
The minutes from the Special Congregational Meeting held on 6-4-17 were read and it was 
moved to accept them by Tom Jackling, seconded by Ralph Crites. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor presented the parochial report for 2017, there are currently 215 members of Faith 
Lutheran but that may change as the records are updated in the near future. 
 
Larry Bennett thanked the outgoing council members John Schleede and Ruth Ash for their time 
and service. He also thanked Treasurer Lois Burger for the work she has done over the past 
year.  
 
Committee reports for 2017 were reviewed. Jim Hughes suggested that the audit committee’s 
recommendation for a full audit to be done in 2018 be followed up on.  A motion to accept the 
committee reports was made by Ann Banting and seconded by Jim Hughes and was passed 
unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Larry Bennett next presented the Treasurer’s report for review.  There was some concern 
expressed that the income for 2017 was around $183,000 and expenditures were about 
$192,000.  Larry pointed out that $6,000 of that was from paying the insurance bill in full in 
November for 2018. Previously payments had been made throughout the year with significant 
interest.  Also the parsonage upkeep was additional unbudgeted expense. Chris Banting moved 
that the report be accepted for audit, 2nd by John Schleede, motion passed by voice vote.  
 
Larry Bennett presented the budget for 2018, noting the budget forum that had taken place the 
previous Sunday.  Connie Johnson raised the question is it realistic to expect increase growth to 
cover the increase in budget amounts over last year’s income?  Barb R. Manke brought up that 
monies could be transferred from savings if increased giving is not realized.  There is currently 
$119,000 in unrestricted funds, $90,000 of those from a bequest fund. These funds may be 
used as necessary. Also $6,500 for a new roof on the doublewide trailer was added to the 
budget so that a special congregational meeting to authorize that expense would not be needed 
later in the year. In actuality the funds for the roof may come from Capital Expenditures. 
Cyndi Carley moved and Linda Jackling seconded that the budget be accepted as presented. 
The congregation unanimously voted to accept the motion.  
 
John Schleede presented the three names from the nominating committee to be placed on the 
ballot for the three open council positions. These were Larry Bennett (2nd term), Gary Wilkins 
and Bobby Myrick (1st term). Larry Bennett asked for additional nominations from the floor. After 



receiving none Bev Martin moved and Barb Manke seconded that the nominations be closed. 
Motion passed. Jim Hughes made a motion to have the secretary cast a single written ballot for 
the three members nominated. Dave Gray seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
New Business- The Parsonage 
Bob Martin came forward and gave a report on what had been done in the month of January 
concerning the parsonage.   

- The parsonage is costing the congregation around $1,300 per month in expenses. 
- Renting the property is not a good option in his opinion.  The church is not in the business of 

renting, it is a lot of work to take on, and the property would need fixing up before it could be 
rented. 

- Bob talked with Pastor Armen who was fine with his current living arrangements/ salary + house 
allowance. 

- Bob had an appraisal done on the property by a local realtor. 
- Bob came to the January council meeting to present his findings and recommended selling the 

property “as is” with only basic fixing and cleaning.  Council approved this recommendation.  
- Bob then asked the work crew to spend a few hours at the parsonage pulling up carpeting and 

doing very basic repairs. 
- A cleaning crew was recruited from the congregation, which spent several mornings there giving 

it a good scrubbing. 
Bob Martin moved that the congregational counsel be authorized to sell the parsonage with the 
proceeds of the sale retained in a separate fund. Jay Fisher seconded the motion. 
 
At this point it was time to start the 10:30am church service. Barb R. Manke moved and Cyndi 
Carley 2nd that the motion be tabled, motion passed.  Larry Bennett announced the meeting to 
be in recess until next Sunday, February 4th at 9:45am. 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY 4, 2018 

President Larry Bennett called the continuation of the annual meeting to order at 9:49am.  Fifty-
nine people were present, 53 of which are voting members, and therefore a quorum was 
present.  An agenda and informational sheet were available and handed out. 
 
Nominating Committee: Per constitution, the current nominating committee is tasked with finding 
three members to fulfill the duties for next year. John Schleede presented three volunteers: Art 
Hanson (outgoing council member 2018), Cyndi Carley and Kent Neilson (Congregation 
members). Tom Jackling moved to accept the nominating committee for 2018 as presented, 
Sam D’Amico seconded, and the motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
The next order of business was electing representatives to attend Synod Assembly, June 1-3, 
2018. One female and one male member of the congregation are needed. Larry Bennett opened 
the floor for nominations.  Debby Porter and Jim Porter volunteered. No other nominations were 
made, so Ralph Crites moved that the nominations be closed seconded by Ann Banting. Brian 
Lindhurst moved that the secretary cast a single unanimous written ballot, Ann Banting 
seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Pastor Armen installed newly elected council members: Larry Bennett, Bobbie Myrick and Gary 
Wilkins. 
 



Barb R. Manke moved to take the current motion off the table, seconded by Dave Gray. The 
motion carried. To review the motion reads: That the congregational counsel (sic) be authorized 
to sell the parsonage (57 Oakland Hills Place) with the proceeds of the sale retained in a 
separate fund. 
 
Larry Bennett then thanked John Schleede for putting together the information sheet on the 
three options council considered and why they recommended selling. The floor was opened for 
questions. After some discussion Gary Wilkins called the question. Paper ballots were passed 
out and Ann Banting and Cyndi Carley volunteered to serve as counters. The ballots contained 
a simple yes or no vote; yes to sell the parsonage, no to not sell the parsonage.  Debby Porter 
pointed out that a yes vote meant option 3 on the information sheet; a no vote meant council 
should consider options 1 and 2 instead.  
 
TALLY:  YES 46 votes 
     NO   7 votes 
Motion carried.  Cyndi Carley moved and Dave Gray seconded to destroy the ballots.  Motion 
passed. 
 
Jim Hardenstine moved that the meeting be adjourned, Brian Lindhurst seconded. Motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote. Meeting adjourned at 10:45am. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Deborah B. Porter, Secretary 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH ROTONDA WEST 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

JUNE 10th, 2018 
 

President Gary Wilkins opened the special meeting at 10:40AM. Forty-three 
congregational members were in attendance; a quorum was present. The special 

meeting was for the specific purpose of revising the 2018 budget and addressing 
several constitutional changes.  

  
Pastor Armen opened the meeting with prayer.  Gary Wilkins then announced that 

the organist, Priscilla Fullerton, would be taking a leave of absence from September 
through December 2018. Substitute organists would fill in during her absence, 

practice with the choir, and accompany the choir during this time. 
He then gave a brief history of the parsonage and the sale of this property. 

The church closed on the property on May 1st ending the ongoing obligations for 

expenses in the 2018 budget. This resulted in a savings of $15,310 from the 
budget. See Section 5.10.801 

There are three capital expenditures needed from the 2018 budget. The Fellowship 
hall roof was included in the original budget plus three A/C units need replaced at 

$6,200 each, and new carpeting/flooring is needed in the sanctuary at 
approximately $7,500. This amounts to an additional expense of $26,100. With the 

savings noted above this would be an actual increase of $10,790 to the 2018 
budget.  

A capital campaign will be held with a goal of raising $40,000 with these designated 
campaign funds going to the Capital Fund and to reimburse the general fund for the 

three needed expenditures. An anonymous pledge of $5,000 has already been 
received.  

 
Discussion from the congregation ensued. Mary Lou Fitzgerald moved that the 

revised 2018 budget reflecting the changes in the budget be approved. Dave Gray 

seconded the motion, a voice vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.  
 

Revisions to the constitution were then addressed. Kathy Wiley moved and Barb 
Manke seconded that bylaw C4.01.01 be renumbered to C4.05.01 based on 

recommendation from synodical review.  A voice vote was taken and the motion 
carried unanimously.  

Mary Lou Fitzgerald moved that C13.02.01 be removed from the bylaws as 
Continuing Resolution C13.02.A18 has replaced it. Kent Neilson seconded the 

motion. A voice vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.  
 

It was moved by Dave Gray and seconded by Brian Lindhurst, to adjourn the 
meeting. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 11:15 AM. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  

Deborah B. Porter, Secretary 

 

 



Annual Report of the Pastor 2018 

 
At our Bishop’s Conference on Ministry one of the presentations was by LEAD, whose focus is on 

“Growing Leaders with deep, bold, consequential faith in Jesus Christ:  Empowering Christian Leaders + 

Transforming Faith Communities + Influencing the World.”   

 

The most important lesson I took away was the difference between lag metric and lead metrics.   

Lag metrics are those things that have already happened by the time you get the data.  Lead metrics are 

indicators that leaders strategically set with the potential for changing the lag metric.  Another way of 

putting it is lag metrics are like looking in a rearview mirror.  They do a great job of helping you see 

where you have been.  However, the lead metrics are like looking out the front windshield of the car. 

It is important to have that rearview mirror, particularly when changing lanes.  But most of the time, 

driving involves looking out the windshield charting the course on the road ahead. 

 

Much of our Annual Report is a rearview mirror, looking back on where we have been this past year.  It is 

important to recognize both the challenges we have faced and our losses, the things we have 

accomplished and the way we have grown.  Looking back is a way to see how we have been involved in 

the community and made a difference in people’s lives.  We may not have changed the world.  But we 

may have changed one person’s world by our interaction with them in Jesus’ name. 

 

I found this word of prophecy from Jeremiah 29.11 encouraging.  “For I know the plans I have for you,” 

says the Lord.  “…to give you a future and a hope.”  God is the original lead metric.  God is the one who 

has a plan for us, a future and hope.  Our Annual Meeting and Annual Report is also a time for us to look 

forward, to what God is doing, and what God is able to do through us.  And while there are uncertainties 

for the journey ahead, the rearview mirror helps us remember God’s faithfulness.  And it is God’s 

faithfulness in the past that will carry us through into the future. 

 

In 2019 we seek a new musician to lead us in worship.  We will welcome new friends and members.  We 

will journey with people through illness and loss.  We will encourage one another in worship, faith, life 

and service.  We will send a member of our congregation off to seminary to continue the adventure of 

seeking to know and do Gods’ will preparing for the pastoral ministry.  We may not change the world, but 

we will have the opportunity to change the world of those we care for. 

 

The most significant asset we have as we move forward in 2019 is you.  Your regular participation in our 

life together, your time spent volunteering in service to our congregation and community, your financial 

support and offerings are the response to what God has done for us in Christ Jesus.  If our congregation is 

going to grow, you need to invite a friend or neighbor who is not a part of another congregation.  If you 

see a need, in our congregation or community, talk with others about it, we can work together to meet that 

need.   

 

Early in Advent we heard this prophecy in Isaiah 43.19, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs 

up.”  God has a plan for us, a future with hope.  2019 is an opportunity to live God’s will with wonder, 

expectation and a sense of adventure.  Let us ever walk with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brian 

 

 



 

 

 

Parochial Statistics Report 

 

 Following are the statistics for the year 2018: 

 

 Baptisms: 0 

 

 Confirmed: 0 

 

 Weddings: 0 

 

 New Members: 14 

 

 Deaths: 7 

 

 Removed (by request or by council): 37 

   

 

 Current Membership: 185 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

President’s Report 
 
Wow, what a year at Faith!  Highlighting the most noticeable contributions were three major 
renovation projects to our facilities and numerous significant improvements to the overall 
appearance of the buildings, the grounds and the Memorial Garden.  None of this would have 
taken place without the dedication and tireless efforts of the giving members of this 
congregation.   
 
In this first year of my return to the Council, I must acknowledge how impressed I am at the 
commitment of the many volunteers who contribute so much of their talent and time towards 
maintaining not only our physical plant, but also assuring that the day to day operations of Faith 
and its ministry are reflective of the enthusiasm of our members for doing the work of the Lord. 
This space won’t allow me to elaborate on all the accomplishments of all the volunteers, but I do 
feel compelled to comment on the remarkable effort and expertise expended by Dave Gray who 
is retiring from the Council at the end this term.  Dave tirelessly shepherded us through the 
initiation and completion of all of the major capital improvements: the new roof, new air 
conditioning system and, most recently, the installation of new carpeting throughout the 
sanctuary.  Thank you, Dave. 
 
The abovementioned improvements resulted in the necessity for a Special Congregational 
Meeting in June to amend the 2018 budget to provide the funding for these projects.  At that 
meeting, we unfolded the details of the Capital Improvement Campaign and established a goal 
of $40,000 to be raised so as to replenish the General Fund allowing us to maintain adequate 
reserves as part of the Council’s fiduciary responsibility to the congregation.  As of this writing, 
we are pleased to report that in the first half year of the campaign almost half of the goal has 
been reached.  Again, a reflection of the generosity and dedication of our members.  At the June 
meeting, we also reported on the sale of the parsonage which closed on May 1, 2018.  Net 
proceeds from the sale allowed us to add $134,959 to the General Fund with the money being 
invested in the Mission Investment Fund.   
 
I’m pleased to report that at December’s regular Council meeting, it was decided to provide 
some financial assistance to our new seminarian, Brandy Schneck, who will be starting her 
venture in May of 2019.  Congratulations, Brandy! 
 
Finally, we thank with much gratitude Pastor Brian for his spiritual leadership and guidance as 
we humbly work our way through the issues that are encountered as we endeavor to 
accomplish God’s work in our role of providing capable stewardship in the matters with which 
we are entrusted.   
 
Gary Wilkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Committee members:  Debby Porter, Council Liaison 
    Autumn Hardenstine, small group coordinator 

    John Schleede  
    Brandy Schneck  
There were several small groups for members of Faith to participate in for Christian 

education during 2018. 
 

The Faith Walkers group meets every other Wednesday afternoon and has been together 
since Lent of 2017. It has 14-15 members. They started the year by finishing studying Rob 
Bell’s book "Jesus Wants to Save Christians”. During Lent they did Book II from “Set our 

Hearts on Fire", then over the summer studied David Hamilton’s “Half Truths”. This fall they 
started working on “Making Sense of Scripture” by Pastor David Lose.  

Besides book studies the group participated in several service projects. 
For Lent money was collected to send through ELCA towards a water well in Africa and to 
provide a local child a campership at the Tringali Rec Center. The group participated in two 

fund raising walks, American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life in April and the Alzheimer’s 
walk in October. For Advent 2018 money was again collected to buy chickens and roosters 

through the ELCA Good Gifts catalogue. 
 
Another opportunity was a Sunday evening Book study during lent on Book II of “Set your 

Hearts on Fire” led by Pastor Brian Armen. 
 

This fall a small group was formed that meets on alternating Monday evenings currently 
studying David Lose’s “Making Sense of Scripture". There are about 12 members in this 
group. 

 
Autumn Hardenstine and Brandy Schneck offer a Sunday afternoon Bible Study at Heritage 

Oaks as an educational outreach of Faith. Currently the Jacklings from Faith participate in 
this study along with other residents of Heritage Oaks.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Deborah Porter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Publicity Report 
2018 

 
Faith continues to use a variety of ways to publicize the church many with our logo and also the 
tag line, “Listening, Caring, Serving.” 
 
As in the past, paid ads have been placed weekly in the “Englewood Sun,” with copy such as 
name, location, times of service and Pastor’s name.  In addition, at special times such as Easter 
and Christmas, a large color ad was placed.  A large ad was also run on Sunday, December 23, 
in ALL the Sun Newspapers—covering the entire geographical area. On many weeks 
noteworthy event copy has been placed in the “Religious Happenings” page of “The Sun.”   
 
Our church is now listed in the “Englewood Review.” There is still work to get ads in all the area 
newspapers--anyone want to help? 
 
One of the best and least expensive advertising we do is the church sign in front of the church.  
Harold and Linda Schultz change the sayings weekly, and several visitors noted they came to 
services because they saw our sign. 
 
Around mid-year, Faith became a member of the Englewood Chamber of Commerce.  This will 
give us exposure to many businesses and people coming to our area.  In 2019 our name will be 
appearing at many functions, which will give the church more exposure.  
 
Person-to-person exposure continued to take place as well. Faith members participated in 
several community events which helped to feature Faith Lutheran. The Halloween Safe Walk 
attracted an estimated 10,000 participants. We provided pencils with the name and web site 
information as well as candy. Faith actively participated in both Rotonda West Newcomers 
events, the only church to do so.  
 
Our best publicity is the type that happens through YOU! It is the raising of Faith Lutheran as 
you talk to friends and acquaintances in your circles.  If each one reaches out to another it costs 
nothing, but brings a wealth of benefits.  So how about it?   
 
We are really welcoming when a new face appears in church. Good work congregation!  How 
about asking that person, “How did you find out about Faith?”  “What brought you here? An ad, 
the Web, face to face, Pastors radio time?”   Who knows, that face just may become a 
permanent fixture at Faith! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FELLOWSHIP REPORT 2018 
 

        This past year the Fellowship Committee, with help from members and friends of Faith, has provided 

a variety of activities, projects and events. 

 

- Wednesday night Lent Soup Suppers coordinated by Ellen Lindhurst 

-  

- Easter Breakfast for the Choir  

-  

- Graduation recognition /celebration for our high school graduates- Elizabeth D’Amico and Anne 

LeVasseur 

-  

- A Celebration of Life gathering for Eunice Schattauer 

-  

- July 8th Congregational Breakfast after the church service 

-  

- Oktoberfest, on Reformation Sunday (October 28th). It was a potluck congregational dinner with grilled 

brats. 

-   

- Monthly women’s luncheons, coordinated by Kathie Wiley 

-  

- Monthly men’s breakfasts 

-  

- Weekly Tuesday men’s work crew 

-   

- Lutheran Chick’s weekly gathering on Tuesday morning: 

*They made and sent out 104 cards to family and friends of Faith 

* They held a special Valentine’s activity for residents at Inglenook (an assisted living facility) 

* Wove 200+ stocking hats and gave them to the homeless at Indian Mound on Christmas Eve and other 

organizations in need of them 

* Made 10 blankets and donated them to Moffitt Cancer Center 

* Made 20 scarfs for the homeless shelter 

         

- Provided coffee hour before church services 

 

        A special thank you to all who participated in these events, activities and projects. 

      

The Fellowship Committee:  

                        Linda Bennett  

                        Mary Lou Fitzgerald 

                        Jim Hardenstine 

                        Cyndy Hoops 

                        Bobbie Myrick 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Work crew report for 2018 
What do we do on Tuesday mornings?  Well you name the job and it has probably had work 
crew participation.   
 
A big project was finally getting 220 volt line and city water to the garage.  Prior to this electrical 
job power was sketchy and no water at all.   
 
Other notable things we have attended to include trimming and mulching plants and beds; 
covering chairs; painting the Church building, inside and outside; together with re-staining the 
benches; removal and replacement of wallboard and insulation in the modular due to water 
damage from roof; adding additional irrigation to lower flower bed; removal of everything from 
the sanctuary floor and subsequent replacement before and after carpet installation; 
reconfiguration of the altar and; lastly, but by no means all that was done, was general cleanup 
of old materials from Church and garage. 
 
Rough figure of time donated to our Church in 2018 by the Work Crew was 1225 hours: if you 
apply a dollar figure to the hours, you will find a sizeable donation of time, talent and monetary 
saving.   
 
Yes, absolutely we welcome new faces, and if nothing else just join us for coffee and fellowship.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Memorial Garden, 2018 
 
Have you taken a stroll and spent some time in the Memorial Garden lately?  Well why not 
spend a few moments to meditate there and enjoy the beauty of the area? 
  
A new addition in the garden is a statue of St. Francis of Assisi--the patron saint of nature—so 
appropriate for the garden.  The statue was purchased with a gift from Thrivent.  
 
A while ago new sod was laid in the garden. Then rains came, then stopped, and it was decided 
that an irrigation system should be installed.  We contacted RainScape, who presented an 
estimate of $710.  Would you believe that Rain Scape DONATED the entire system and labor to 
install it?  Not one penny was spent!  A big THANK YOU!  
 
Soon a few memorial bricks will be placed in the garden in private family ceremonies. 
If you would like to place a brick along the sidewalk in the garden for a remembrance, a special 
event, etc. there are forms in the narthex. Cost $100.  Any questions?  See Mary Lou Fitzgerald. 
 
 

Stewardship, 2018 
 

Committee Members: Fred Carley, Chair, Tom Jackling, Council liaison, Pastor Armen, Harv Claussen, 

Mary Lou Fitzgerald, Noma Hickok, Linda Jackling, Brian Lindhurst 

 

Committee meetings are held periodically to discuss and evaluate our stewardship program, and to 

promote and encourage stewardship within our life at Faith. 

 

Financial statements for the 2017 calendar year were completed by Financial Secretary, Cathy Lamb, and 

sent out at the end of January.  Updates were sent out in early fall.  Giving statements and Commitment 

Cards were sent in mid-October.  Commitment cards are still being received and they are still available in 

the narthex.  At this point we are down $5000 from last year. 

 

“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands,” was sung in November to help the congregation be aware of 

the many gifts and talents we are given.  Commitment cards were received with thanksgiving on Sunday, 

December 2nd. 

 

Thanks and blessings to Katherine Gallagher, Jim and Debby Porter, the “Our Life Together” group and 

congregation members who are community volunteers for their talks, presentations and love to God.  

Thank you for the outstanding volunteerism we see at Faith and in the community. 

 

Thank you to all who are involved in stewardship.  There is room for more people on the Stewardship 

Committee, with new thoughts and ideas.  Will you be one of them? 

 

Thanks to everyone for their time, talents and treasures. 

 

God’s Blessings, 

Fred Carley 

 



WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE REPORT 2018 
 

Committee Members: 
Pastor Brian Armen 

Toni Dufrene  Coordinator 
Ruth Ash  Chime Choir 

Carol Boyce  Chime Choir 
Mary Lou Fitzgerald Altar Guild 

Noma Hickok Ushers 
Charlene Howe Vocal Choir 

Linda Jackling Greeters 
Debby Porter Worship Assistants, Council Liaison 

Marcia Wilkins Ushers 
 

The committee met four times during 2018. At each meeting the members report 

on the progress of their area of responsibility. Volunteers for each area are always 
needed and much appreciated. 

 
Music ministry during the Winter/Spring of 2018 included the choir singing through 

Mother’s Day in May. When there were two services they sang at 8:30am on the 
first and third Sunday and at 10:30am on the second and fourth. The chime choir 

played one Sunday a month Jan.- April. Starting in the fall of 2018, the vocal and 
chime choirs now alternate with the chimes playing the early service the first 

Sunday and the later service the second Sunday. The vocal choir sings at the early 
service on the third Sunday and the later service on the fourth Sunday.  

 
The Praise group, consisting of Chris and Ann Banting and Elizabeth D'Amico, 

provided the music for several Sundays throughout the year, as well as the Easter 
morning Sunrise service in the Memorial garden and the 5pm service on Christmas 

Eve. Jim Porter provided special music on the flute twice over the summer.  

 
Faith hosted two music concerts in the spring: Eirin Abu on soprano sax in April and 

Mark Smeby, vocalist and keyboard, in May. We participated in an Ecumenical 
service to honor first responders at St. Francis Catholic Church on May 1st and an 

Advent service of Lessons and Carols in December.  
 

In the fall of 2018, a trial project of projecting the announcements and readings at 
the front of the sanctuary was started.  It has been met with mixed responses. To 

do it on a regular basis, some equipment will need to be purchased, to be further 
discussed and voted on in 2019. 

 
Priscilla Fullerton, organist and choir accompanist, took a four-month sabbatical in 

the fall. Faith welcomed guest organists Eileen West        during September, and 
Brenda Moore from October through December. A big thanks for their service to our 

congregation.   

 
 



In November, Priscilla submitted her letter of resignation. A search committee was 
formed and the committee met in November to revise and update the job 

descriptions for organist and choir accompanist.  
 

The committee welcomes Toni Dufrene as its new coordinator. After a yearlong 
search to replace Priscilla as chair of the committee, Toni volunteered this fall. We 

look forward to working with Toni. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Toni Dufrene, Committee Coordinator 
Debby Porter, Committee Secretary 
 

 

Altar Guild  
 With just short of 6,300 communing in 83 services, it was another busy year for the altar guild as 16 

people have assisted, usually in teams of two, per month in caring for the altar.  Setting up on Friday or 

Saturday and dismantling on Sunday, the workers usually spend about one hour to set up and a half hour 

to clean up.  It is an easy way to give of your time! 

 

Enhancing the altar area: 

Congregants sign up on the charts in the narthex for flowers and the eternal candle.  Cost for flowers is 

$20, for the eternal candle is $5.  Occasionally there is a birth of a child—usually a grandchild -- and then 

a rose bud can be placed on the altar for $10. You may take the flowers home after the last service on 

Sunday. 

 

At Palm Sunday, Easter and Christmas the altar area was adorned with live plants.  During Lent and holy 

week, crosses on the exterior of the church are draped in appropriate colors.  

 

This year only the Memorial Garden was illuminated on Christmas Eve.  If you have any new ideas for 

2019, or if you would like to help out and join the altar guild, please speak with me. Your help will be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

A special thanks to the members of the guild assisting this year: Francine DeGrood, Mary Lou Fitzgerald, 

Linda Hughs, Linda Jasper, Ginny Lindsberg, Gloria Marsh, Margaret Murphy, Kathy Myers, Barbara 

Neilson, Marian Ruby, Linda Schleede, Linda and Harold Schultz, Pam Sinclair, and Cathy and Les 

VanAllsburg. Thank you to these dedicated people who are willing to give of their time to take care of the 

altar.  

 

This year 3 who were on the altar guild in 2017 moved away or passed. In the past 2 years, 8 members 

have left, making it necessary for some to work alone or do multiple months. Currently 8 more members 

are needed. New members are always paired with an experienced member and, if possible, an early and 

late service attendee are paired to make the job easier! Snowbirds would really be appreciated.  If you 

would like to be on the guild please contact Mary Lou Fitzgerald.   

 

Mary Lou Fitzgerald, chair 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Endowment Fund 
 

Balance in the Endowment Fund at the start of 2018 was: $5,579.69 

 

Contributions and additions during 2018 totaled: $281.05 

 

Balance in the Endowment Fund at the end of 2018 was: $5860.74 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee 
The nominating committee, consisting of Kent Neilson, Art Hanson and Cyndi Carley, submits the 

following members of Faith Lutheran Church as nominees for the congregation council: 

• Debby Porter 

• Jay Fisher 

• Susan Kiray 

 

 

 


